BTV ,,CB. CB. KNPUA 1 METOAWNI“
N BbATAPCKATA APXEOAOTUS

bopuc A. bopucoB
(BTY ,CB. cB. Kupur u Memogquii” — B. TepHoB0)

IIpe3 HacTosALIaTa roAMHA C€ HABBPIIBAT 45 TOAMHU OT Ch3aBaHETO HA BeMKOTHPHOBCKUS YHUBEPCUTET,
KOETO chOuTHE 6€ YeCTBAaHO THPKECTBEHO CAMO IPEeIH HIKOIKO JHHU.

45 roguHU ca M KpaThK U ABJIBT nepuoa. OT IeHa ToUKa Ha HCTopusATa 45 TOIUHH ca KpaThK IEepUo,
olle Mo-KpaThK ca OT IIeAHA TOYKAa Ha apXeolorusTa, Ja He TOBOPUM 3a NPANCTOPUATA. 3a eJUH YOBEILIKH
KHUBOT obade 45 T. ca IBJIBI TIEPUOJ, B KOMTO YOBEK JOCTUTA 3psiia Bh3pacT. ChIIOTO Baku U 3a Bemmko-
TBPHOBCKHUSI YHUBEPCUTET. Ta3y roguIIHUHA 1aBa OCHOBaHME 3a TPe3Ba PAaBHOCMETKA 332 MOCTHUTHATOTO Ipe3
Te3u 45 roguHu. 3aToBa B TO3U THP)KECTBEH JICH HUE apXeollo3nuTe, Bh3nuTanuuu Ha BTV, cu qaBaMe cmeTka 3a
W3BBPBEHHS ITBT, 32 TPYIHOCTHUTE, IPe3 KOUTO CME MUHAJIH, HO €IHOBPEMEHHO C TOBA OTYUTAME U yCIIEXUTE B
HAaIllaTa HaygYHOHU3CJIenoBaTeICcKa pabdoTa.

Cnc cp3naBaneto Ha BITU “bpars Kupun u Metomuii” ¢ [TocranoBnenne Ha Munnctepckus cbeT Ne 162 ot
16 oxtomBpu 1962, Ha mbpBOTO 3acenanue Ha Akanemuunus cbBeT (IIporokom Ne 1 ot 10 ssHyapu 1963 1) e
B3€TO pelIeHHE 32 OTKpUBaHe Ha crennairHoct Vcropus. Ore oT mbpBaTa yueOHa roJjHa 3a1104Ba U 00y4eHHETO
o apxeonorus. [IpbB npenoxasaten € epyanpaHus U3CISI0BATEN Ha CTapoOBIrapckara Kyarypa npod. 1. u. H.
Cranuo BakimHoB. HeroBure Oe3kpallHO MHTEPECHU JIKIIMHM T'padBaT ayAUTOpUATA M OIe TOraBa penuila
CTyACHTH U30HpaT U ImoeMaT TPyAHUS BT Ha apxeonorusnTa. Taka rogrHa cieq roquHa OposT Ha 0OpeKIInTe ce
Ha apXeoJornyeckara HayKa CTyIEHTH HeNpeKbCHATO HapacTBa. Hapes ¢ jekuuuTe mpe3 JIETHUTE MEeceLu ce
MIPOBEXKAAT U apXEONOTHYECKU MPAKTUKH, KOUTO MPUBIMYAT BCE MIOBEYE U MOBEUE JTIOO03HATETHH CTYICHTH.
Cren ronuHY HAKOU OT TE3H ITPBU CTYJICHTH 10 UCTOPUS B IIeJarornueckus HHCTUTYT “bpars Kupun u Meronuit”
III€ C€ MPEBhPHAT BbB BUCOKOKBATH(DUIINPAHN HAyYHH paOOTHULIN, PEBHOCTHHU U3CJICOBATENIN HA MaTepHaiHaTa
KyATypa.

IIpe3 1971 1. BIIN “Bpats Kupun u Meroguii” e npeoOpa3yBaH B yHUBEPCHTET, KOWTO C TEUCHHE Ha
BPEMETO Ce€ Hajara KaTo eIuH OT JBaTa BOACUIM YHHMBEpCHUTETa B bbirapus, mpoBexiamu oOydeHHE IO
apxeonorus. C TeueHue Ha Beue 45 roqunau ot BTY usnuzat orpomen 0poii 1o6pe HOATOTBEHH IO apXCOIOTHSI
CHENMAINCTH, KOUTO HAMUPAT CBOATA pealu3allus B MHCTUTYTUTE B cucremara Ha BAH, yHuBepcuterute B
Bearapus u myseure.

Ot yueOHaTta 1993/94 1. B UcTtopuuecku QaxynTeT ce oTKpuBa crenuanHoct Apxeonorusi. C ToBa ce
IIOCTaBsl HAYAJIOTO HA HOB eTal B 0OydeHHeTo mo apxeonorus. OCHOBHATA 3aciayra 3a TOBa MPUHAMJICKH Ha
mpod. a. u. H. Kasumup [TonkoHcrantrHoB. [IpuBnedenu ca peauiia npenogasarenu or CY “Cs. Ki. Oxpuacku”
u AUM npu BAH, ¢ xoeTto o0ydeHHeTo 1o apXeoorus ce IMOCTaBsl Ha HOBa MojepHa ocHOBa. C TeyeHue Ha
BpemeTo BTY ce mpeBphlia B €AWH OT JBaTa BOACUIUTE IICHThpa 3a 00ydeHHe Ha CTYICHTH B CIIELUATHOCT
apXeoyorus.

Huec xorato yectsame 45 rogumnuHara Ha BTY He MoXkeM ¢ ropiocT a He OTYETEM [TOCTUKEHUATA Ha
“BEJIMKOTHPHOBCKHUTE” apXeolio3H, KOUTO OCBEH B HayyHaTa c(hepa ca HaMEpUJIu CBOsTa pean3allis B penuia
o0iractu Ha OOIIECTBEHO-MOMUTUYECKHS KUBOT B bbarapus. 1 3a 1a He Oblla TONOCIOBEH IIe CH TOCTYXKa C
e3uKa Ha IU(pPUTE, KOUTO TOBOPST JOCTATHYHO KPACHOPEUHBO.

Ha mppBo MscTO TpsiOBa J1a ce IOCOYH, Y€ KbM HACTOSIIUSI MOMEHT [TOYTH ITOJIOBUHATA OT JeiiCTBAIINTE
apxeono3u B bearapus, HE3aBUCUMO OT HHCTUTYIHMHTE, B KOUTO paboTiT, ca Bp3nuTaHunu Ha BTY “Ca. cB.
Kupun u Meroauii. Cam 1o cebe cu To3u (hakT 03Ha4aBa MHOTO U € HEOITPOBEPIKUMO JTOKA3aTeICTBO 3a MPUHOCA
Ha BTV B pa3BuTHETO Ha ChbBPEMEHHATA apXEOIOTMYECKa HayKa.

Kato roBopum 3a peanuzanus B HaydyHaTa cepa TpsOBa aa OTOEISKUM, Y€ JIocera OT 3aBbPUIMIINTE
HaIIMs YHHUBEpCUTET apxeono3u 30 aymu ca mpuaoOmiIn HaydHaTa U obpas3oBarenHa creneH “nokrop”. Kato
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ACHCTEHTH U HAyYHU ChTPYIHHIIHN B pa3IHYHUTE ObJITapcKy YHUBEPCUTETH, B HHCTUTYTHTE B ccTeMaTta Ha BAH,
U B PETHOHAIHUTE My3eH pabotaT apyru 13 gymu. pyru 22 koneru ca xabunutupanu u padorat B HAUM npu
BAH u Herosute ¢unuanu BsB B. TepHOBO 1 LllymeH, kaTo meTMa OT TAX ca T pbkoBoauiIN. Exaun konera e 6un
mupektop Ha HAUM (mpod. 1. u. H. P. PamieB), a enra xonera — 3am.-aupekrtop (ct.H.c. [I ct. a-p JI. Bnagumuposa-
AmamxoBa). [pyr kosera e OWI pbKOBOAMTEN HA CEKIIHUSTA 10 CpeJHOBEeKoBHA apxeonorus B HAVM npu BAH
(cr.H.c. I cT. .u.H. Ct. CrannioB). OCBeH TSAX ApyTH 6 OT KOJIETHTe ca MPU 100N HayyHaTa CTENEH “ JOKTOp Ha
HCTOpUYECKUTe HayKH . YeTnprMa ca wieHoBe Ha Crieruanu3upaHysi ChBET IO CTapa U CPeIHOBEKOBHA HCTOPUS,
apxeoJorus U eTHorpadus, a ABaMa ca 4eHOBE Ha KOMUCHATA 10 ucTtopus KbM BAK kbM MUHHUCTEPCKUS ChBET.

B cdepara na Bucmero o0pa3oBaHKe KaTo yHUBEPCUTETCKH MIPEMOAABATEIN HA OCHOBEH TPYHOB JOTOBOP
pabotar 12 xomeru, oT KOUTO 2-Ma IMpodecopH, JOKTOPH Ha UCTOPHUCCKUTE HAYKH M 8 MOLEHTHU-TOKTOPH.
IToBeue or 10 koserum y4yacTBaT KaTo XOHOpyBaHHU mpenogaBaTenu B Coduiickus, BenukoTspHOBCKUS,
ITnosmusckust, Llymenckus, bnaroesrpanckus, Bapaenckus ceobonen yuusepeutet u HBY. Yauepcurerckure
IpenojaBaTeny, Bp3nuTaHuIy Ha BTY 3a 3aeManu pasivuHu aIMUHUCTPAaTUBHU JUIbKHOCTU. Jlocera nBama
KOJIETH ca Omin 3aM.-peKTopu — BbB BenukorspHoBckus (pod. a. u. H. K. I[lonkoncrantunos) u LllymeHckus
yauBepcutetd (cT.H.C. I cT. a-p I1. T'eoprues) JIpama ca 6unu nexanu — Ha UKO® BsB BTV (mpod. a. u. H. K.
ITonkoHCTaHTHHOB) U HA (haKynTeTa Mo XxyMaHuTapHu Hayku B LY (mor. a-p Cr. ButisHoB), a npyru 3 —3aM.-
nekaHu BbB BenmkorspHOBekust (ao1. 1-p b. Bopucos), [Tnosausckus (nou. a-p UB. >xam60B) u lllymeHckus
yHuBepcutetd (mou. a-p Cr. ButnsnoB). Iletuma npenogaBarenu ca OUIM pbKOBOAUTEIN HA KaTeApH — IO
nBama BB BTY (ipod. a.u.H. K. [TonkoncTtanTiHOB U joul. A-p b. bopucos) npama B [llymenckust (ct.H.c. II cT.
1-p I1. Teoprues u nou. n-p Ct. ButissnoB) u eaus B [lnmopnuBckus yauBepcutetu (fou. n-p UB. IxamOoB).

Penmuiia yHUBEpCUTETCKH IPENOAABATENN ca 4Yelu JIeKIHMH B yHHBepcuteTuTe B KpomH u ®paiibypr
(I'epmanmus), 3anuOypr (ABctpus), (mpod. a.u.H. K. [TonkoHCTaHTUHOB), XapKOBCKHUS HAITMOHATICH YHUBEPCUTET
(mou. n-p b. bopucos), bearapckusi Tapaknuiicku abppKaBeH yHUBEpcuTeT B MonjoBa (CT.H.c. M.U.H. .
ArtaHacoB), BbB BUCIIIATa aHTPOIOJIoruyecka mxoia B Kummues (cT.H.c. A.1.H. [. ATanacos).

Ilo mbTs Ha CBOETO HAYYHO M3pACTBAHE PENHUIAa APXEOJ03U Ca CHEIHATU3HUPATN B PA3IHYHH BHCOKO
PCHOMHpPAHHU IPECTHXKHU YHUBEPCUTETH M MHCTUTYTH B UyXOHWHa — B I'bpLMs — yHHBEpCHUTETHTE B ATHHA,
Komorunu, SlnuHa u @peHckus apxeoJorndecku HHCTUTYT B ATuHa (fom. a-p VB. [lonueBa), B YkpaiiHa — B
XapKOBCKUS HallMOHAJICH yHUBepcHuTeT (nou. A-p b. bopucor), B ABcTpus — B IHCTHTYTa 10 BU3aHTUHUCTHKA
BB Buena (mpod. n.u.1. K. [TonkoHctanTuHOoB, nou. aA-p P. KoctoBa), B AHIIINS — B HyMU3MaTHYHUS KaOWMHET
Ha AmMonuyM My3eyM B Oxcdopn, B ['epmanns — B LleHTpanHus puMcKo-TepMaHCKH My3eit B Maituil (cT.H.c. 11
ct. 1-p A. Bnagumuposa-Anamkosa), B CAI — B neHTbpa o Bu3aHTHHUCTHKA B JIsMOBpTEH OyKC, BHB
Bammnrron (npod. 1.u.H. MB. Mopnanos), 1 B ApT MEHHIUKMBHT, B YHUBepcUTETHTE BbB Ppanmus, PymbHus
u Pycus (nom. a-p Us. Ixxam60B), LlenTpannoeBponeiickust yauBepcureT B bymanema — Yarapus (mou. a-p P.
Koctora) u mMHorO Ap.

Penuna or apxeonosute or BTY ca maBHM pegakTopu HJIM WICHOBE HAa PEAAKLIMOHHUTE KOJIETHU HA
peanna ObITapcKy U Uy’>KIECTpaHHU CHenuaInsupanu u3nanust: “Apxeonorus”, MAUM, Paskonku u npoyu-
BaHus, [oqumank Ha AUM, coopaunute [lnucka-IIpecnas, Seminarium Thracicum, ApXxeonornyecku OTKpUTHSI
U Pa3KOIKH, TONUIITHAIIUTE WM U3BECTUATA HA My3€UTe OT CTpaHaTa, 00eIMHEHN Ha PerHOHaJIeH IPUHIMII, c0.
Hobpymxa, “Mapuna-u3rok”. Apxeonornuecky mpoyuBanus, Kpatka eHruknonenus. Tpakuiicka JpeBHOCT,
cbopuuk IlanTteneiimon, Hacrnenctso, Stratum plus, Apxeonorust Kpeima, TaTapckast apXeonorust 1 ap.

ITo-ronsamara yact ot apxeonosute, Bp3nuTanuiy Ha BTV, ca unenose Ha Chbio3a Ha yueHuTe B bparapus,
a peanIa KOJIETH YJEHYBAaT BbB BHUCOKOIPECTHXHU HAayYHH APYXKECTBA HIJIM Ca WICHOBE HA PA3IUYHU
qy)KIECTpaHHHU akaJeMHH Ha HaykuTe. OT TIX TpsOBa 1a ce crioMeHar J{py>KecTBOTO Ha H3CIEA0BATEIUTE HA
aHTUYHOCTTA B BBarapus, KoeTo € cekuus oT MeXIyHapOAHUS LEHTHp 3a KJIacHuuecku u3ciaenBanus, Haruno-
HaJIHHUA KOMHUTET HAa BU3aHTHHHUCTUTE U MEAMEBUCTHTE B bbarapus, MexxayHapomHUs ChIO3 Ha CIAaBUCTHUTE,
Anunanc ®@pance3, MexayHapoaHaTa acolMalus MO BU3aHTUHCKA cparucTuKa, AHTIHIHCKOTO KPaJCKO
HYMH3MaTH4HO JPY>KECTBO U T.H., U T.H.

JlocTaThyHO KpacHOPEUYMBO AOKA3aTEJICTBO 3a HAyYHUTE MOCTHXEHUsS Ha apxeono3ute oT BTV e
OorpoMHaTa Hay4yHa mpomykuus. /locera B Obarapckatra M 4yKAeCTpaHHA CIeNMalu3MpaHa JINTepaTypa ca
myOmuKyBaHH 1osede oT 2600 cTyauy 1 CTaTHH M TOBA JlaJied He € TOYHAaTa Iudpa, o Beue U3I0KECHUTE IPUIUHH.
OT BEIMKOTBPHOBCKUTE apXeoJIo3H ca myonuKyBaHu u 104 moHorpaduu. U3nanenn ca u Hax 200 mbTeBOAUTENH,
OpolTypH, TUIIJITHKY U KaTaI031 KbM apXeoJIOTHIECKH U3JIOKOHU, a B MOMEHTa ca moj neyaT Haj 150 3armaBust.
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Pa30upa ce mocTHXeHUATA Ha BENUKOTHPHOBCKUTE apXeO0yI0o3!U AaNed He Ce H3UEPIIBAT CaMO ChC CIIOMEHATHTE
myonukanny. Tyk TpsOBa a ce mocoyar M XIISIUTE POyYBAHH apXEONOrHIecKr 0OEKTH Ha MPanCTOPHUECKH,
AQHTUYHU U CPEIHOBEKOBHH CEJIHIA, ITIOCKU X MOTHWJIHH HEKPOIIOJIH, YKPETIJICHHUS, KPETIOCTH, TPaZiOBE U KYJATOBU
neHTpose. Ch3HABaM MHOTO SICHO, Y€ JIa c€ U30POST BCUYKH € aOCOIOTHO HEBB3MOXKHO, & MOXKE OW M HEHYKHO,
HO BCE IIaK HE Morar ja He ObJaT CIIOMEHATH IIOHE Hal-BaKHUTE OT TAX. TyK Ha IbpPBO MSCTO TPsAOBa j1a ce
0CcOoYH BapHEH CKUAT XaJIKOIUTEH HEKPOIIOJ, KOWTO € TaMETHHUK ChC CBETOBHO 3HaUeHHeE. /lHeC He OUXMe MOTTIH
Jla CH NIPEJCTaBUM MOCTIDKEHHTA B M3CIEIBAHETO HAa IIbPBUTE CTOJIHUIM Ha Obiarapckara appxasa [lnncka u
IIpecnaB, Ha KynTOBHS LIEHTHP Ha e3udecka brirapus — Magapa 6e3 yuacTueTo Ha Kolerute ot ¢punuana Ha
HAUWM npu BAH B Illlymen, Ha ctonuuara Ha BToporo Obarapcko mapctBo THpHOB M OCOOEHO CeramrHuTe
apXeoNornuecKy NpoyyBaHusl Ha XbiaMa “Tpanesniia”, KOuTo ce pbKOBOSAT OCHOBHO OT apXEOJI031 Bb3MUTAHULIH
Ha BTY. Moxe 61 Tyk My € MsCTOTO Ja ce criomene, ue 90% or paborenure B aBata punuana Ha HAUM ca
OTHOBO BB3IHUTAHMILM Ha HAIIMA yHUBepcHTET. KbM cnmchka TpsOBa 1a ce 100aBsT OIIE apXeOIOTHYECKUTE
pe3epsatu bepoe-ABrycra Tpasna-bopyi, “Xucaps”, npoyuBanusaTa Ha aHTH4HMS Pununonon, Jypocropym,
HOBHTE poyuBaHus B AOpHuTyc, XpaMbT Ha Kubena B bamuuk, Mmanactupute kpaii c. PaBHa u “Kapaau texe”,
kpait BapHa, enmuHCcTBeHUs 3acera karakoMOeH rpod kpaii c. [Toncku [pazgen, B komruiekca “Mapuiia-u3Tox”,
MOTHJIHUS KoMIuieke “KaOurok” 1 MHOTO, MHOTO JIp.

3a cBOUTE OTKPUTHS ¥ TOIIEMH IIOCTHKEHHS B U3CIICIBAHETO HA MaTepHUaIHaTa KyJITypa peIHiia apXeoIo3H
ca MONYy4UJId MPEeCTHRHU Harpaau karo: Kupuno-Meroauesa Harpaga Ha BAH 3a npuHoc B pa3sBUTHETO Ha
CIIaBUCTHKATAa U cTapoObiarapuctukara (mpod. a.u.H. K. IlonkoHCcTaHTHHOB), akaieMuyHaTa Harpaaa Ha BAH ¢
o0yiacTTa Ha XyMaHUTAPHUTE HAyKH 33 U3CIIEABAHETO Ha CPEIHOBEKOBHATA ObJrapcka Kyntypa (mpod. a.u.H. K.
[MonkoncranTuHoB), EBponeiickara Harpaga [orgpua ¢don Xepnep Ha donmamus “Andpen Teondep” —
I'epmanus, u Buenckus ynusepcuteT B Actpus (mpod. au.H. K. IIonkoHCTaHTHHOB), Harpajaa 3a y4eH Ha
2000 r. ot AHruiickus 6uorpaduyen nucTutyT — KemOpuuk, Harpaga Ha 6uorpadpuaans nHCTUTYT Ha CAILLL
(motr. n-p M. [IxamO0B). 3a cBOUTE pe3yATaTH B U3CIEABAHETO HA BapHEHCKU S XaIKOMTUTEH HEKPOITOJ KoJierara
WBan VBaHoB € HarpaneH c opaeH “Kupuin u Meroguii”.

OcBeH B HayyHaTa apXxeoNo3uTe OT HAIIMs YHUBEPCUTET HAMUPAT CBOATA pealn3alisl U B 00IECTBEHO-
noiauTHyeckara cgepa. JlocTaThYHO KPaCHOPEUHMBO 32 TOBA TOBOpU (DAaKTHT, 4e JOCEra KaTto AUPEKTOpPH Ha
My3€eH ca paOOTHIIM ¥ IPOIBJDKABAT Aa padoTat Haj 30 mymu.

OT cpenuTe Ha BETMKOTHPHOBCKUTE apXEOI03H ca IPOU3JIe3In ABaMa fenyTratd B HapoaHoro cxOpaHue
u equH obnacteH ympasureln (cT.H.c. A-p K. Jloue u cT.H.c. | cT. n.u.H. Cr. CTaHNIOB).

VYBajkaeMH KOJIETH, YOeIeH CbM, Y€ BCHYKO Ka3aHO JOTYK I10 HUKAKbB HAYMH HE M34YepIIBa HAITBIHO
MIOCTUTHATOTO OT Hac — Be3NuTaHuIMTe Ha BTY, HO 1a ce U3ThKHAT B eIUH JOKIAJ MIOCTIDKCHUATA Ha IIsa
IUIesa yUeHH U My3eiiHi paOOTHHIM CIIOPE MEH € U3KIIIOUUTEIHO TPYAHO, a MOXe O 1 HEBB3MOXKHO. CunTawm,
4e H3HECEHUTe (hakTH U IUGPPU TOCTATHYHO KPACHOPEUHUBO FOBOPSIT 3a TOJIEMUs IPUHOC HA caMOo 45-TOAUIITHUS
BTY “Cs. cB. Kupun u Metoquii” B pa3BUTHETO Ha ChBPEMEHHATA apXCOoJIOrHIecKa Hayka. 3aToBa CH O3BOJISIBAM
Jla 3aBBbpIIIA C TOXKETAHUS 32 HOBH U OIIE 10 TOJIEMH YCIIEXH B HAyYHOM3CIIECOBATEICKOTO MOMPHUIIIE.

Ha mnozas nema ckvnu xonezu!
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ST. CYRIL AND ST. METHODIUS UNIVERSITY OF VELIKO TARNOVO
AND BULGARIAN ARCHEOLOGY

Boris D. Borisov

This year marks the 45 anniversary of The University of Veliko Tarnovo and this event was celebrated only
a few days ago.

Forty-five years is both a short and a long period of time. From the perspective of history it is quite a short
time, and even shorter from the perspective of archeology. It is even shorter from the point of view of pre-history.
When we come to think of human life, however, forty- five years is a long period, in which a person grows to
maturity. This is also true of St. Cyril and St. Methodius University of Veliko Tarnovo. This anniversary is a serious
reason for drawing a balance of what has been achieved. This is why on this eventful day we, archeologists, graduates
of the University of Veliko Tarnovo, look back on the past years, the hardships we have gone through and the success
of our research. The Brothers Cyril and Methodius Higher Institute of Pedagogy was founded by government decree
No. 162/16. Oct. 1962 and on the first meeting of the Senate (Protocol No. 1/10 Jan. 1963) the decision was made of
the founding of a historical faculty. The first academic year launched also tuition in archeology. The first lecturer in
archeology was the erudite researcher of ancient Bulgarian culture professor, doctor of history Stancho Vaklinov. His
interesting lectures grabbed the attention of the students and from the very beginning lots of his students chose to
specialize in the difficult field of archeology. So, year after year, the number of students choosing archeology grew.
Besides lecturing, the summer months were spent in archeological excavations, which attracted lots of inquisitive
students. Later some of these first students of the Institute of Pedagogy became highly qualified scientists, zealous
researchers of material culture.

In 1971 The Institute of Pedagogy was given the status of university, which gradually asserted itself as one of
the two leading universities in Bulgaria, teaching archeology. For the past 45 years the university has prepared a great
number of well-grounded archeologists, who go on to find their vocation in the institutes of the Bulgarian Academy
of Sciences, the universities and museums.

The Historical Faculty launched Archeology as a separate subject in 1993/94 academic year. The credit for
this belongs to Professor Dr. of historical sciences Kazimir Popkonstantinov. The teaching of archeology was founded
on new, modern basis by attracting lecturers from St. Kliment Ohridski University of Sofia, and The Bulgarian
Academy of Sciences. Through the years The University of Veliko Tarnovo became one of the two leading centres in
Bulgaria, where archeology is the main subject.

Celebrating the 45™ anniversary of the University of Veliko Tarnovo, we cannot but mention the achievements
of its archeologists, who are excellent scientists, as well as prominent figures in the social and political life of
Bulgaria. To prove my point, I will quote some figures which speak for themselves.

First, it should be pointed out that at present almost half of the archeologists, working in the various institutions
of Bulgaria, are graduates of the University of Veliko Tarnovo. This fact in itself shows the important role this
university plays for the development of the modern archeological science in Bulgaria.

Speaking of scientific achievements, we must point out that so far 30 of the graduates of the university have
been awarded the scientific title Doctor. Another 13 people work as assistant professors and research workers in
various Bulgarian universities and institutes in the system of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences and the regional
museums. Another 22 people of academic rank, five of whom take high posts of responsibility, work for the National
Archeological Historical Museum of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences and its branches in Veliko Tarnovo and
Shumen.

Professor Dr. of historical sciences R. Rashev was head, senior research fellow, Dr. D. Vladimirova-Aladzova
was the deputy and senior research fellow, Dr. of historical sciences St. Stanilov was head of the department of
medieval archeology at the National Archeological Historical Museum with the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences.
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Besides them, another 6 of our colleagues have acquired the scientific degree ‘Doctor of historical sciences’. Four of
them are members of the council specializing in old and medieval history, ethnology and archeology and 2 are
members of the historical section of the certifying commission with the Council of Ministers.

In the sphere of higher education, twelve of our colleagues work as full-time lecturers. Two of them are
professors, doctors of historical sciences and eight are associate professors- doctors. Over 10 colleagues are part-time
lecturers in the universities of Sofia, Veliko Tarnovo, Plovdiv, Shumen, Blagoevgrad, Varna Free University and New
Bulgarian University. University lecturers, former students at Veliko Tarnovo University, have taken various
administrative posts of responsibility. Two of them have been vice-rectors in the universities of Veliko Tarnovo and
Shumen. Two of them have been deans- one of the Faculty of history and law in Veliko Tarnovo and the other of the
Faculty of humanities of the University of Shumen. Three others have been vice deans in the universities of Veliko
Tarnovo, Shumen and Plovdiv. Five lecturers were heads of departments — two in the University of Veliko Tarnovo,
two in the University of Shumen and one in the University of Plovdiv.

A number of university lecturers read lectures in prestigious universities abroad — in K&In and Freiburg
(Germany), Salzburg (Austria), The National University of Kharkov, The Bulgarian State University of Taraklia in
Moldova and the Higher School of Anthropology in Kishinev.

A lot of archeologists specialized in various reputed and prestigious universities and institutes abroad- in
Greece- the universities of Athens, Komotini, Yanina and the French archeological institute in Athens; in the Ukraine
— in the National University of Kharkov; in Austria- in the Institute of Byzantine study in Vienna; in England — the
Ashmolean museum in Oxford; in Germany- the central Roman-Germanic museum in Meinz; in the USA — in the
Center for Byzantine study in Dumbarton Oaks in Washington and Art Management; in universities in France,
Romania, Russia, the Central European University in Budapest, Hungary, etc.

A number of the archeologists from the University of Veliko Tarnovo are editors or members of editorial
boards of Bulgarian and foreign specialized journals: Archeology, Excavations and exploration, Yearbook of The
Archeological Historical Museum, the collections Pliska-Preslav, Seminarum Thracicum, Archeological discoveries
and explorations, the yearbooks of the museums around the country, organized by regional principle, the collection
Dobrudzha, Maritsa-iztok, Archeological explorations, Short Encyclopedia Thracian antiquity, the collection
Panteleimon, Heritage, Stratum plus, Archeology of the Crimea, Tatarian archeology, etc.

Most of the archeologists — graduates of Veliko Tarnovo University are members of the Union of Scientists in
Bulgaria and a number of them have a membership in prestigious scientific organizations or are members of foreign
academies of sciences. Among them are the union of researchers of antiquity in Bulgaria which is a department of the
international centre for classical research, The National Committee of researchers of Byzantium and the Middle Ages
in Bulgaria, the international Slavic Research centre, Alliance Francais, the international association of Byzantine
Sigillography, The British Royal Numismatic Society, etc.

An eloquent proof of the scientific achievements of the archeologists from the university of Veliko Tarnovo is
the huge number of scientific publications. So far more than 2,600 articles and research papers have been published
in Bulgarian and foreign specialized journals and this is by far not the exact number for the reason I have already
pointed out. 104 monographs have been published by the archeologists of Veliko Tarnovo. More than 200 guides,
brochures, leaflets and catalogues to archeological exhibitions have been published and at the moment 150 publications
are in the press.

Of course, the achievements of the archeologists from Veliko Tarnovo do not solely comprise the above-
mentioned publications. We should also mention here the thousands of archeological excavations of archeological
sites of prehistoric, antique and medieval settlements, flat and mound necropolises, fortresses, fortifications, towns
and cultural centres. I realize that it is impossible to enumerate all of them and it is also unnecessary, but still, the most
important of them should be mentioned. In the first place, the Varna necropolis should be pointed out, because it is a
monument of world importance. We would not be able to imagine today the feats in the exploration of the first capital
cities of Bulgaria Pliska and Preslav, and also of the cult centre of pagan Bulgaria — Madara without the participation
of the colleagues from the affiliate of NAIM with the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences in Shumen. The excavations of
the capital of the second Bulgarian state Tarnov and especially the present-day explorations of the Trapezitsa hill are
run mainly by graduates of Veliko Tarnovo University. Around 90% of the people working in the two affiliates of the
National Archeological Historical Museum are again graduates of our university. We should add to this list the
archeological reservations Beroe-Augusta Trayana-Borui, “Hissarya”, the explorations of the antique Philipopolis,
Durostorum, the new explorations of Abritus, the temple of Kibela in Balchik, the monasteries near the village of
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Ravna and “Karaach teke”, near Varna, the only uncovered so far catacomb grave near the village of Polski Gradets,
in the Maritsa-iztok complex, the Kabiyuk mound complex and many others.

A number of archeologists have been given prestigious awards for their discoveries and great achievements.
Some of these awards are: The Cyril and Methodius award of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences for achievements
in the development of the study of the Slavic and Old Bulgarian epochs, the academic award of the Bulgarian
Academy of Sciences in humanities for the exploration of Bulgarian Medieval culture, the European award Gottfried
von Herder of the Alfred Topfer foundation, Germany and the University of Vienna in Austria, the award for scientist
of the year of 2000 of the English Biographical Institute in Cambridge, an award of the biographical institute of the
USA. Our colleague Ivan Ivanov was awarded the medal “Cyril and Methodius” for high results in the exploration of
the Varna necropolis.

Our colleagues take an active part in the social and political sphere as well. So far 30 people have worked as
museum curators.

Two former students of the archeological department in Veliko Tarnovo University later became members of
Parliament and one became Regional governor.

Dear colleagues, I am sure that everything I said so far does not cover all achievements of us- the graduates of
this university, but it is an impossible task to mention everything that has been achieved by such a great number of
scientists and museum workers in just one report. I think that the facts and numbers quoted above are an eloquent
proof for the great role that St Cyril and St Methodius University has played in the development of the science of
archeology. That is why I want to finish with the wish for further and greater achievements in the sphere of science
and research.
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